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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
An interface unit capable of being connected 



j -to a main unit of a key telephone system, the main 
unit connecting a telephone terminal to a telephone 
network, the interface unit being adapted to be 
communicated with the telephone terminal at one of 
plural transmission speeds, the interface unit 
comprising: 

a first transmitter configured to transmit a type 
query signal to \the telephone terminal at a first 
speed; 

a first receiver configured to receive a type 
signal from the telephone terminal at the first speed; 
and 

a second transmitter configured to transmit 
a speed change request tio the telephone terminal and 
change a transmission speed to a second speed if the 
received type signal indicating that the telephone 
terminal is capable of transmitting data at the second 
speed . 

2. The interface unit according to claim 1, 
wherein said second sp v eed is faster than the first 
speed. 

3. The interface uhit according to claim 1, 
wherein said plural transmission speeds includes at 
least two speeds . 

4. The interface unit according to claim 1, 



# 
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wherein said second -bjransmitter transmits the speed 
change request to the \telephone terminal at the first 
speed. 

A key telephone\ system comprising a telephone 
termina\L and a main unit wjiich connects the telephone 
terminalyto a telephone network, and includes a 
telephone \interf ace unit connected to the telephone 
terminal, A network interface unit connected to a 
telephone network, and a connection line connecting 
the telephone\ interface unit and the network interface 
unit, wherein 

said telephone interface unit comprising: 

a first transmitter configured to transmit a 
type query signal\to the telephone terminal at a first 
speed; 

a first receiver configured to receive a type 
signal from the telephone terminal at the first speed; 
and 

a second transmitter configured to transmit 
a speed change request to the telephone terminal and 
change a transmission speed to a second speed if the 
received type signal indicating that the telephone 
terminal is capable of transmitting data at the second 
speed, and 

said telephone terminal\ comprising: 

a first transmitter\conf igured to transmit 
the type signal to the interface unit at the first 
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speed in response Ito the type query signal; and 

a first lreceiver configured to receive the 



speed change reque^ 
transmitter and to 



jt transmitted from said second 
change a transmission speed to the 
second speed in re4ponse to the received speed change 
request . 

6. The systeii according to claim 5, wherein said 
second speed is fastfer than the first speed. 

7. The system according to claim 5, wherein said 
plural transmission speeds includes at least two 
speeds . 

8. The\ interface unit according to claim 5, 
wherein said second transmitter transmits the speed 
change request to the telephone terminal at the first 
speed. 



A transmission speed control method for a key 
telephone system comprising a telephone terminal and 
a main unit which Connects the telephone terminal to 
a telephone network A the method comprising: 

causing the interface unit to transmit a type 
query signal to the telephone terminal at a first 
speed; 

causing the telephone terminal to transmit a type 
signal to the interface unit at the first speed in 
response to the type query signal; 

causing the interface unit to receive the type 
signal from the telephone terminal at the first speed; 
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causing t^he interface unit to transmit a speed 
change request to the telephone terminal and change 
a transmission speed to a second speed if the received 
type signal indicates that the telephone terminal is 
capable of transmitting data at the second speed; and 

causing the telephone terminal to change a 
transmission speed toy the second speed in response to 
the speed change request. 

An interface ui^it for a telephone system 
comprising a telephone terminal and a main unit which 
connects Nthe telephone terminal to a telephone network 
and includes the interface unit capable of being 
connected to the telephone terminal , the telephone 
terminal being capable of operating at one of a first 
speed and a second speed which is faster than the first 
speed, the interface unit comprising: 

a transmitter configured to transmit data to the 
telephone terminal at one of the first speed and the 
second speed; 

a receiver corifigured to receive data from the 
telephone terminal at one of the first speed and the 
second speed; 

a detector configured to detect whether or not the 
telephone terminal is capable of transmit and receive 
data at the second speed ;\ and 

a mode setting device\conf igured to set an 
operation speed of said transmitter and said receiver 
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to an optimum speed based on the detection result of 
said detector. 

11. The \interface unit according to claim 10 , 
further comprising^ 




a mode change \requesting device configured to 
cause the telephone\^erminal set an operation speed to 
the optimum speed based on the detection result of said 
detector. \ 

A main unit connecting a telephone terminal to 
a telephone network, comprising: 

a transmitter configured to transmit data to the 
telephone Vterminal at one of the first speed and the 
second spec 

a receiver configured to receive data from the 
15 telephone terminal at one of the first speed and the 

second speed; 

a detectoA configured to detect whether or not the 

telephone terminal is capable of transmit and receive 

data at the second speed; and 
2 0 a mode settiraj device configured to set an 

operation speed of said transmitter and said receiver 

to an optimum speed Erased on the detection result of 

said detector, 

^p*J^* 0] 13 ' ma ^" n un ^ t according to claim 12, further 

25 \ comprising: 

a mode change requesting device configured to 
cause the telephone terminalX set an operation speed to 
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the optimum speed based on the detection result of said 
detector , 

telephone terminal used for a key telephone 
system comprising a main unit which connects the 
telephone terminal to a telephone network, the 
telephone terminal comprising: 

a transmitter configured to transmit a type signal 
to the main unit a^ a first speed in response to a type 
query signal transmitted from the main unit at the 
first speed; and 

a mode setting device configured to change a 
transmission speed to the second speed in response to 
a speed change request transmitted from the main unit, 



